‘Fiddler’s Green’ is moored on the River Blackwater, in Essex, in Bradwell Marina.  We had the normal fouling problems that most have.  In the past I have used mainly International Paints products, the now banned T.B.T. (excellent antifouling, but killed or deformed every thing else too!!).  Cruiser, and Cruiser Superior, both were reasonable, but needing a gentle wash and wipe to keep the slime away.  At the end of season we always had a few barnacles up inside the bilge keels and perhaps on the propeller shaft bearing housing.  (We polish our bronze propeller, and do not normally get any fouling on that.)  





We tried International Micron C.S.C., another soft, self-eroding, but supposedly, high strength antifouling, for two years and were disappointed, in that it collected slime and barnacles just as the lower strength Cruiser did.  





For 1997 we tried an experiment.  We used the remaining Micron C.S.C. on the starboard side and a much cheaper, but still self-eroding, product on the port side.  There was a slight difference in colour, but not a lot.  ‘Fiddler’s Green’ stayed afloat from April 1997 to May 1998, when we beached her to check out the difference, scrub off and repaint.  Even before we had beached, a few weeks before, it was obvious which antifouling to go out and buy!!  The International side had a growth of weed, the port side none.  





Off to the Chandlers and a two and a half litre can of ‘Marclear’ was purchased, in workboat red, to add to the drop I had left from last season.





The first week of May 1998 saw us up the beach at Mundon Point, where we have the Blackwater BBQ, scrubbing off.  The port side was just slime that washed off easily.  The Starboard side was slime and weed, with a lime scale like surface too.  The International had not done at all well.  We recoated   with ‘Marclear’, all over, after washing off with fresh water.





The price differential was considerable (1998).  We purchased the ‘Marclear’, for £40, for two and a half litre can, the same size International M.S.C. had cost over £65.  That was at a reduced rate too.  However, if it did not do the job, then it was not worth it at a lower price....





During 1998 we did not have to do more than a slight wipe with the brush on the waterline, the green slime fell off easily.  Had we had a better sailing summer then I do not expect I would have had to do that, as it may well have fallen off whilst sailing.  Having said that, of course, there is an argument for saying that there might have been even more fouling, had the weather been kinder.  Even so from our test I am confident that ‘Marclear’ would have easily out performed the rival. 





Has anyone else been daft enough to try a test like this?





‘Marclear’ is no longer available in chandlers.  Oddly it is made in the UK but shipped to Spain, as it works so well there in the warmer waters of the Med.  A company ‘Marclear 2000’ has been established to re import it to the UK.  ‘Marclear 2000’ is run by a group of yachtsmen who used the antifouling to good effect themselves, or so they say, and wished to go on using it on their own boats.  Thank goodness they do, we can still get it too!





‘Marclear’ can now be obtained by post from ‘Marclear 2000 Ltd’.  Port Solent, Portsmouth. Tele 023 9232 7067.   Cost of ‘work boat’ red is still £44.99 plus carriage. Other colours are ‘red, black, light grey and dark blue at £49.98 plus carriage. 





Remember I have tested it in the River Blackwater; conditions may be different in your area, though in 2000 on our trip to Cornwall we had no fouling at all! Writing now as an update in spring 2003, we had very little fouling again last year, unlike so many of the boats in Bradwell, so it will come as no surprise that I am waiting on an order of ‘Marclear’  to be delivered as we are repainting with ‘Marclear’ again this spring.





John Williams, ‘Fiddler’s Green’ 


Antifouling  on  test.

















